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Transfer of Development Rights (TDR) and Vermont Township 
 
You may or may not know that for several years now Vermont Township has been considering the establishment of a 
Transfer of Development Rights program, herein referred to as “TDR”. On March 22, 2010, Dane County zoning, after 
many years of work at the county and township levels, passed zoning ordinance Amendment 45 (“OA 45”).  OA 45 
paved the way for establishment of TDR Programs at the township level. This article is intended as a first introduction 
to the topic of TDR.   At the direction of the Town Board, the plan commission has been working on a draft ordinance 
to facilitate such a program.   
 
The establishment of a TDR program must go to public hearing in order to establish whether the TDR program is right 
for Vermont Township.  Since the establishment of a TDR program is complex in nature, the plan commission and 
Town Board thought it prudent to provide some very basic information in order to help our citizens more completely 
understand the multifaceted topic of TDR.  This article is intended to be informational only without advocating for or 
against the establishment of TDR in Vermont Township.   
 
TDR has become a strategy for protecting open space and farmland in rural townships by allowing owners to separate 
development rights from land and allowing those rights to be transferred elsewhere.  It should be realized that the TDR 
program at the township level is administered with cooperation of and regulation by Dane County zoning.  In exchange 
for the transfer of a particular development right a conservation easement restricting any type of future development is 
given to the county by the landowner for the property from which the development right was removed.   
 
Through TDR significant land areas have been preserved in rural and open space while property owners have retained 
their equity value by selling development rights to property owners in areas well-suited for development.  TDR programs 
that have been most successful have had significant administrative support structures, regional exchange areas, open 
spaces large enough to warrant protection, and other areas able to support higher density development all guided by 
comprehensive town planning.  
 
Two very critical components of a successful TDR program are sending and receiving areas.   

 A sending area is an open space to be protected from development, from which development rights can be 
transferred.   

 A receiving area is an area to which development rights can be sent.  
 

Creation of these areas is intended to promote smart growth by conserving open space and natural resources in target 
areas and focusing development in well-suited areas. 
 
Because of Vermont Township’s unique topography, rural character and the lack of suitable higher density development 
areas, directing development to specific areas is not a viable option.  To protect the rights of existing owners, the 
planning commission and town board would have to approve both the sending and receiving sites on a case-by-case 
basis, based on established town ordinances and the comprehensive land use plan.   
 
The preceding information was provided to give a basic understanding of the TDR topic.  There are many issues 
surrounding TDR that have not been discussed in this article.  You are encouraged to learn more by going to 
www.countyofdane.com/plandev/.  The Town Board will hold a public hearing regarding the TDR Program in the near 
future, watch for posting with date and time information. 
 
Written by Todd Culliton, supervisor and Plan Commission Chair, on behalf of the Vermont Town Board 
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Invasive Plant Spotlight - Wild Parsnip 
By Jim Elleson 
 
It's mid-summer, and that means we're all likely to encounter wild parsnip along our roadsides and in old pastures and fields.  
This invasive plant, beside its habit of crowding out native vegetation, can also cause a rash or burn when its juices contact skin in 
the presence of sunlight. 

The burn is a chemical reaction, not an allergic response like poison ivy.  
Some people react to the leaves brushing across their skin, while others get 
the rash only from juices from the cut plant.  At any rate, we should all be 
careful to wear long pants and long sleeves when working around these 
plants. 
 
Wild parsnip is a monocarpic perennial - it grows for one or more years as 
a basal rosette, staying relatively close to the ground.  Then when 
conditions are favorable, it flowers, produces seed, and then dies.   
 
Even though this plant can completely dominate an area where it gets 
established, it is easier to control than many invasive plants. The key to 
eliminating parsnip is to prevent seed production by mowing, cutting, or 
spraying the plants before they develop viable seed. 
 
Mowing is most effective for controlling large numbers of plants. Adult 
plants should be mowed after they have flowered but before seeds 

Annual Vermont Town Picnic 
Sunday, August 24, 2014 

Hosted by Don and Sue McKay 
Tyrol Basin 
11:00-2:30 

 
Visit with friends and neighbors while enjoying a picnic style buffet meal. The picnic’s signature feature is the free rides on the 
chairlift where you can enjoy the panoramic view of the hills that make Vermont famous. 
 
There will be time for fishing, hiking one of the many trails available at Tyrol Basin, playing lawn games, face painting and 
riding the chair lift.  There will also be a bouncy house available for our younger friends. 
 
We will complete our afternoon of community celebration at the lodge with an old fashioned ice cream social. 
 

Gather and Socialize    11:00-11:45 
Welcome and Introductions   11:45-12:00 
Lunch      12:00-1:30 
Chair Lift Open     12:30-2:00 
Activities for Youth & Young in Spirit  12:30-2:30 
Old Fashioned Ice Cream Social    2:00-2:30 

 
A cash bar will be available. You are invited to share your summer harvest and make it part of the picnic menu.  We would 
like to incorporate any extra garden yummies that you may want to share in the menu for this event.  Items such as farm fresh 
eggs, homegrown tomatoes, and jam are a few of the possibilities.  Please drop them off at Tyrol Basin on Friday, August 22nd 
between 10:00-5:00. 
 
We have many talented people in the Town of Vermont and we want to learn all that we can about the people in our 
community.  Anyone with an interest in displaying a craft, hobby or special interest, is invited to set up a booth in the lower 
level of the Tyrol Basin Chalet. Set up your display by 11:00 a.m. prior to the picnic. Please call Julie Schulenberg if you have 
any questions at 437-5490. 
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(Parsnip, from page 2) 
 
mature. Plants that are mowed too early will resprout and flower, though seed production will be reduced. Plants that are mowed 
too late will have viable seeds that will produce new plants.  
 
Adult plants can also be cut 1-2" below the ground with a sharpened shovel. The cut plants will not resprout. If mature seeds are 
present they should be removed and disposed of. 
  
Herbicide treatment is effective on rosettes and younger adult plants. Herbicide is less effective on mature adults that have started 
producing seeds. A broadleaf herbicide such as 2,4-D or Escort is generally used. Careful spot-spraying will reduce unwanted 
damage to desirable plants.  
 
The best time to spray is during June or early July, and the optimum time to mow or cut is late June through mid-July.  In early 
August, most parsnips are setting seed, and many plants have fully mature seeds.  Mowing at this time will still reduce future 
populations, but for small patches the best approach now is to cut and bag the flower heads.  I like to pile the cut heads to dry in 
a place where I can burn them, and where I can later eliminate any seedlings that crop up. They can also be disposed of in the 
trash.  
 
Sources for more information: 
UW-Extension factsheet - http://learningstore.uwex.edu/Assets/pdfs/A3924-15.pdf  
Wisconsin DNR website - http://dnr.wi.gov/topic/invasives/fact/wildparsnip.html. 
Vermont resident Jim Elleson is the proprietor of Quercus Land Stewardship Services, a local business dedicated to helping landowners improve the 
ecological health of their land.  He can be contacted at jim@quercus-ls.com. 

Woodchuck Quick Facts 
By Chris Coffin 
 
Because our dog has retrieved three woodchucks/groundhogs this summer, I looked in Wikipedia for some facts and knowledge.  
It turns out they are sometimes called Land Beavers.  Their teeth look just like a beaver’s and they have serious claws for digging.  
Another name for them is whistle –pig.   They belong to the family Sciurdae, and are technically a rodent in the group of ground 
squirrels called marmots. They are usually 16-26 inches long and weigh 4-9 lbs.  If they find an alfalfa field with few natural 
predators however, they can grow to 30 inches long and 31lbs!  Woodchucks have a shorter tail than their aquatic counterparts, 
but have a curved spine and two coats of fur:  a dense grey undercoat and then a coat of guardhairs, making them look “frosted.” 
 
 
  
 
 

Town Clerk Retires 
By Chris Coffin 
As town clerk Marc Robertson is not running for re-election in April, this is a good opportunity to give an outline of his 
duties and when and how to file to run for this part-time position. 
 
Nomination papers need to be taken out after Dec. 1, 2014 and turned in by January 5, 2015.   One needs have only 20 Town 
of Vermont signatures to be eligible to file. 
 
A town clerk has a variety of responsibilities ranging from preparing an agenda for town board meetings to being on top of 
the latest election rules.  The clerk works with the treasurer on tasks related to employee payroll, health insurance and 
retirement funds as well as being available for board meetings on the 2nd Monday of each month and writing up board 
meeting minutes.   For elections the clerk publishes and posts election notices and makes sure the elections are staffed.  It is 
important to be present on election days and to process absentee ballots.  There are up to two elections in the Spring in odd 
years, while even years have two in the Spring and two in the Fall.  The annual budget for the following year is prepared each 
Fall.  Each Spring there is a financial report to the State on Town finances.   
 
Many thanks Marc for your years of work for the town as clerk!  We look forward to hearing of your retirement adventures! 
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com 
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our 
town and articles of interest to the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of 
community, encourage participation in and understanding of town government, and improve 
communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or 
suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and 
postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.townofvermont.com.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Barb Grenlie 437-5856  
Supervisor #1 Larry Ziemer 437-4292  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3  Todd Culliton, 767-4145 
Supervisor #4 Kevin Kunz 437-5047 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com 
 

Town Treasurer Kathy Smith 767-0809 
Town Patrolman  Jack Schulenberg 437-5490  
Building Inspector Johnson Inspections 608-
444-0372 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Todd Culliton 767-4145 
Vice Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 

  
Scott Moe 767-4738 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
Doug Meier, 767-8860 
Don McKay 437-4071 
 
Fire Warden 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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