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Town Board Bits 
Submitted by Zarl Meiz  
 
One could refer to recent Town Board activity as the "Winter of Ordinance Discontent".  With what appeared to be an endless 
swirling of snow accompanied by brutal cold outside, the Town Board, within the cozy confines of the Town Hall worked 
through the winter months on Ordinances.  Most would not have been necessary if not for the State Legislature rendering some 
current ordinances unenforceable unless compliant with new State Statutes which also reduced local control. 
 
The goal of the Town Board was at a minimum to receive notice of land activity and issue a permit when possible. In some 
instances Dane County also has corresponding ordinances. 
Some New Town Ordinances: 

 Non-metallic mining ordinance 
 Blasting Ordinance 
 Wind Energy System Siting Ordinance 
 Cell Tower Ordinance still under consideration 

  
Local Citation Provision to correspond with our Multi Jurisdictional Court Agreement Ordinance Review and updating of our 
Short Term Recreational and Amusement Ordinance and Permit Application 
  
 A lot of time and effort goes into this work and a huge “Thank You” to the Vermont Planning Commission where many of 
these Ordinances begin. 
  
Another Thank You to our winter road crew who once again did a great job of keeping our roads in the best possible driving 
conditions. This was also acknowledged by our Dane County Community Deputy who commented on her comfort level going up 
when on Vermont Town roads this past winter. 
  
A reminder that bikers and joggers/runners are coming out of hibernation to utilize all roads in the Town so be aware!  And don't 
forget burning permit, information on our website. 
 
 
  
 
 

 

This is an edited version of Ken Wood’s obituary from Cress Funeral Home’s website. 

Kenneth W. Wood, a life-long lover of dahlias and hummingbirds, who readily shared his passions with many--passed away 
on August 16, 2013 at the age of 69. 

A Shorewood Hills native and resident of the Town of Vermont the past 19 years, Ken graduated from University High 
School in Madison in 1961, and received a B.A. in biology from Earlham College in Indiana in 1965 and M.S. in horticulture 
from UW-Madison in 1968. He taught three years in the Peace Corps in Liberia.  Ecology, birds and natural habitats became 
his life's work, as he served as secretary of the Wisconsin Chapter of The Nature Conservancy for 10 years. After leading the 
Madison Audubon Society as board president, he became a long-time assistant in the Audubon office. And many will 
remember Ken as an engaging guide at the UW Arboretum, where-over the course of 30 years- he also taught classes, 
organized conferences and wrote publications on the lilac, crabapple and viburnum collections. 

In his work, Ken played an instrumental role in the purchase of the initial 60 for Madison Audubon's Goose Pond Sanctuary 
in Columbia County. He helped start the Audubon Seed Sale and the popular annual Audubon Art Fair. For more than 10 
years, he organized the Mt. Horeb Area Christmas Bird Count, which engaged many area residents. He also led birding trips 
to Central and South America on several occasions. 

Throughout his life, an interest in and love of flowers and trees and prairies and birds and insects led him to travels in many 
spots in the world.  It was this love and interest that occupied him on his home site in the Town of Vermont, where he 
transformed a one-time hayfield and woodland into native prairie and wetland, with displays of over 40 varieties of lilacs, 
arrays of woody species native to the Ohio River Valley, an annual garden featuring more than 300 varieties of dahlias and 
dozens of pumpkin varieties. He nicknamed his home site the Sand Ridge Hummingbird and Floral Society. 
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TIME TO GET A BURNING 
PERMIT 
by Earl Brandt 
 
The DNR wants to remind us that you must have a 
permit to burn on your property.  Permits are issued at 
no cost, on an annual basis and are valid until the end 
of the calendar year.  There are some strict regulations- 
including what can be burned, when, etc- that must be 
followed.  The permit is issued to a specific person 
who must start the fire and supervise the burn. 
 
You will receive a pamphlet explaining these 
regulations and procedures when you apply for your 
permit.  You must apply in person.  Folks who live in 
The Town of Vermont can get a permit from Shirley 
Brandt who is the DNR Fire Warden for this area.  She 
lives at 4670 Cedar Hill Lane in the Town of Vermont, 
about a city block east of the intersection of F&FF 
(Peculiar Corners).  Please call before you come to 
make sure she will be home when you arrive. 
 
You can also get permit by calling the DNR Spring 
Green Ranger Station at 608-588-7725. 

2013 Mount Horeb Area Christmas Bird 
Count Summary 
Written by Kerry Behler 
 
Despite a gray day that began with freezing rain and ended with 
20 mph northwest winds, during the Mount Horeb Christmas 
Bird Count we counted 10299 individuals of 59 bird species! 
This was the year of the little birds, with 2772 dark-eyed juncos 
and 1473 American tree sparrows tallied. Many folks saw their 
first-ever Lapland Longspurs, with 73 tallied. 
 
We had 25 field parties of 32 counters, and 12 feeder counts 
with 21 observers, with 12 new people counting in 2013.  We 
covered 461 miles in 116 hours, with 40 miles walked, skied, or 
snow shoed. 2013 closely resembled the bird totals of 2009 
when we counted 10,403 birds of 53 species. In 2010 there was 
10-16" of snow, temps of 7-20 F and calm winds, and we 
counted 8999 birds of 54 species. In 2011 there was 0" of snow, 
temps of 25-30 F and sustained northwest winds of 20-30 mph, 
yet we still counted 5329 birds of 46 species. Well done for the 
past 5 years!   
 
In 2013 birds were in small or moderately sized groups or in 
sheltered places, such as a flock of Mallards in Vermont Creek 
and an Eastern Screech Owl concealed near a feeding 
station. Feeder birds knew where to be, as we counted 906 birds 
of 26 species, including the only 3 red-shouldered hawks 
observed while different folks were doing barn chores. Sharp-
shinned and Cooper's hawks were both observed enjoying the 
"feeder snacks" of mourning doves and juncos. Alas, no snowy 
owls were observed, despite gallant efforts to locate them. 
 
9392 individual birds of 57 species were counted in the field in 
2013. We had several unique or "1 in number" species including 
1 each Northern Saw-Whet Owl, Belted Kingfisher, Hermit 
Thrush, Gray Catbird, and Eastern towhee. 2 of each species 
observed included Barred Owl, Yellow-Bellied Sapsucker, 
Northern Shrike, Winter Wren, Fox and White-throated 
Sparrows, Common Grackle and Brown-headed Cowbird. We 
counted 9 American Robins but 30 (!) Eastern Bluebirds. The 
highest number of bluebirds tallied was 39 in 2005, according to 
records kept by long time count mentor, Ken Wood. Ken will 
be forever missed, but always remembered, in the Mt Horeb 
Christmas Bird Count. 
 
Woodpeckers as a group were well represented in 2013 by red-
headed (10!), red- and yellow-bellied, downy, hairy, pileated, and 
Northern Flicker. We found 7 different raptor species including 
Bald Eagle, American Kestrel, and Red-shouldered, Red-tailed, 
Rough-legged, Cooper's, and Sharp-shinned Hawks. We 
counted 5 different sparrow species, and 3 blackbird types 
including Common Grackle, Brown-headed Cowbird, and one 
flock of 23 Red-winged Blackbirds! 
 
Birds more associated with agricultural areas including wild 
turkeys, American crows, European starlings, House Sparrows,  
 

Lapland Longspur 

and Rock Pigeons were found in moderate numbers, and 
open ground species including Horned Larks, Snow 
Buntings, and Lapland Longspurs were well represented. 
2013 was the year of the Dark-eyed Junco, as we tallied a 
record 2772, surpassing the previous high of 1715 in 
2001. The other record was the American Tree Sparrow, 
with 1473 counted, breaking the record of 852 found in 
2005!  
 
Count Day 2014 will be held on Sunday, Dec. 28, 
2014, the traditional Sunday after Christmas. The after 
count compilation potluck will be held from 5 to 7 p.m. at 
the Vermont Lutheran Church meeting hall. 




