
 

VERMONT’S VOICE 
 

(Continued from front cover) 
 
Donahue went on to get a degree in biology from the University of Minnesota and then studied Fishers and Spotted Owls in 
California for a time.  Graduate School was at St. George’s University School of Veterinary Medicine in Grenada, which is 
associated with the University of Wisconsin, allowing her to take her final year here in Madison.  Her most recent post was at St. 
Paul Veterinary Clinic in Milwaukee. 
 
After veterinary school, she completed her certification in acupuncture and Chinese herbal medicine through the Chi Institute of 
Traditional Chinese Veterinary Medicine in Florida and learned how to use Chinese medicine to heal illnesses in animals.  
 
“The acupuncture course exposed me to different ways of healing and broadened my perspective,” she remarks.  “It’s a different 
way to approach diseases.”  Plus, it gives me many more treatment options. 
 
Donahue plans to use her knowledge to be a traveling vet in the area.  The traditional and the modern philosophies used together 
can give a more balanced, integrative approach she feels.  Acupuncture, Chinese herbals, essential oils, Reiki, and massage will all 
be a part of a holistic treatment if needed.  She sees it as a more common sense, gentle approach to prevent disease, promote 
wellness and healing.   
 
Donahue will focus on wellness, preventative care and healing in her practice.  She will come to your home, perform vaccinations, 
shots, check-ups and routine animal care.  She is available for consultation on questions of any kind and will be affiliated with a 
veterinary office where surgeries and lab work can be performed if needed.   She is also knowledgeable in the area of pet hospice 
and pain management for older animals.   
 
“We can learn so much from animals,” she says.  “There is a better quality of life with animals around. There’s give and take both 
ways.” 
 
Dr. Carrie Donahue can be reached at 608-620-4729. The name of her practice is Full Circle Mobile Integrative Veterinary Care.   
 

Memories of the Great Vermont Manhunt- July 1966 
By Jon Urness 
 
The summer of 1966 was one of the most memorable and newsworthy times in Vermont Township history. In mid-July of that 
year, one of the largest manhunts in southern Wisconsin history took place right here in the midst of green hills, valleys, fields and 
small dairy farms. 
 
Ronald Brinkman, a 21-year old AWOL Marine had been on a crime spree throughout northern Illinois and southern Wisconsin 

that culminated in the assault of a kidnapped woman in a car parked in a 
field road just off Blue Mounds Trail. Today it’s the Todd Culliton driveway. 
The young woman managed to escape and sought refuge with Fred and 
Nina Stampfli at their farm just down the hill and through the woods.  
Brinkman abandoned the car and spent the night on the loose in the woods 
and fields of Vermont. The incident brought on what one newspaper 
described as the largest manhunt in many years in southern Wisconsin.  
Township residents were terrorized in the knowledge that such a criminal 
was on the loose and no one knew what direction he had fled.  
 
My own recollections of those events are still indelibly marked. Vermont 
residents were scared. They knew the guy had committed crimes, was 
armed with a handgun and was on the loose somewhere in the Township. 
At 13 years old I was barely out of the “cowboys and Indians” faze so 
when my Dad loaded a six-shot revolver and told my Mom to keep it with 
her at all times my eyes got a little wide.  I can still remember 
thinking…Oh Boy, this might not be good. However, when he handed me 
a loaded 16-guage shotgun and ordered me to sit on the barnyard fence 
and keep an eye out while he did the evening milking…I had no such 
qualms.  Oh the innocence of youth! 

Ranjana Mahnke and Donna Brooks live on the old Louis Showers 
farm where the manhunt of July 1966 ended. With the aid of the 
famous Dane County tracking dog named Hector, the fugitive was 
captured in a clump of brush near the tree line in the background. 
Today the farm is owned by Vern and Betty Drape.  
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Thank goodness the whole episode ended without further violence or bloodshed when Brinkman tangled with a pair of un-armed 
and stubborn old dairy farmers. According to my own memory and a recent news clipping from the Pittsburg Press Gazette (this 
was big news you know), the morning after Brinkman took to the woods, Louis Showers and his son Gene had just finished 
morning milking when Brinkman showed up and demanded breakfast.  The Showers’ lived at the end of the dead end Showers 
Rd off Ryan Rd in southwestern Vermont Township. Brinkman waved his gun in the elder Showers’ face and ordered him to fix 
some breakfast. However, Louis was quoted as saying, “put down the gun and you can have anything you want. I wouldn’t eat 
with a man with a gun.” 
 
About that time, Louis’ son Gene knew it was time to take the milk cans to the Pleasant View cheese factory so he simply got in 
the farm pickup truck and left. Legend has it that Brinkman fired a pot shot or two at the truck in order to stop the younger 
Showers but to no avail. With that, the fugitive figured the jig was up so he fled into the woods and fields once again.  Now mind 
you, Gene was a man of habit and when he got to the cheese factory he didn’t immediately notify anyone about the goings on at 
the Showers farm that morning. He simply went about his business of unloading milk cans. However, in conversation, it finally 
came out that the sought after felon had been to the Showers farm. In a short time, airplanes, police officers, blood hounds and 
sheriff’s officers from Illinois and Wisconsin converged on the Showers farmstead.  
 
Once again, quoting from the Pittsburg Press Gazette-Sheriff’s deputies and a police dog named Hector routed Brinkman 
from a clump of brush near the home of a spunky farmer who had earlier refused to give Brinkman food until he put 
down his pistol. Brinkman was armed when he was captured but did not attempt to use the weapon, said Dane County 
Deputy Rodney Wilcox. He gave up very willingly with a couple of shotguns in his face. 
 
Some of us baby-boomers may recall that Dane County Sheriffs officers often brought Hector to area grade schools in an early 
public relations effort. For residents who remember Louis and Gene Showers, and for newer residents who never had the 
pleasure, it is clear that the pair were certainly a couple of the many quotable, notable and genuine characters of Vermont 
Township history. 
 

 

Tent Caterpillars  
By Chris Coffin 

With our unusual spring- temperatures of 70 in March and 40 in late April-it seems the trees, plants and critters are also confused a bit.  
At our house we’ve noticed ticks on our animals in late February and early March.  Our flowers are about a month ahead of their usual 
blooming time and then I realized tent caterpillars are already voraciously eating our cherry and plum leaves. Their webs or tents are 
easy to spot in the notches and branches of large and small trees. Time to find 
out about these creatures I thought.   

According to an article from the University of Kentucky Entomology 
Department, most probably we have the Eastern Tent Caterpillar 
(Malacosoma americanum) here in here Vermont township.  There are 
outbreaks every few years. I know we’ve had caterpillars around our house for 
a few years now when I see a picture of them.  They like wild cherry, apple 
and crabapple trees and can be found sometimes on hawthorne, maple, peach, 
plum and pear too.   
Fortunately, though the caterpillars may practically defoliate a tree, it will often 
recover and grow new leaves.  Caterpillars feed on leaves in the evening, early 

morning or at night in warm temperatures.   According to Wikipedia, their digestive 
physiology is oriented toward young leaves and they will go on foraging hunts frequently 
each day, leaving a pheromone trail for others to follow.   When they reach full size, about 
2 ½ inches, they go out in search of places to build their cocoon. They make a cocoon that 
is about an inch long, from which emerges an adult moth 3 weeks or so later.  It is reddish 
brown in color with two stripes on each wing.  The moth will in turn find a place to lay 
eggs over the winter from which the next year’s caterpillars will emerge in early March.  
Each year there will be one generation. 
 
The first line of defense is to manually destroy the tents and the little caterpillars inside on 
a cool morning before they go hunting for food when the temperature warms up or they 
get big and abandon the tent.  
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com 
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our 
town and articles of interest to the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of 
community, encourage participation in and understanding of town government, and improve 
communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or 
suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and 
postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com.  
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