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Burning Permits Required 
By Scott Lancaster, State of Wisconsin DNR Forester Ranger 
 
With the melting snow comes the need for burning permits in Wisconsin’s Extensive Fire Protection Area where the 
ground is no longer completely covered with snow.  All unincorporated areas of Vermont Township in Dane County are 
part of this protection area. 
 
State law requires permits for outdoor burning in the Extensive Fire Protection Area from January 1 through May 31 
unless the ground is snow-covered.  Only fires used exclusively for the purposes of cooking food or warming the body 
do not require a burning permit.  Vermont’s fire warden is Shirley Brandt, 4670 Cedar Hill Lane, Black Earth, Wi.  53515 
 
Similar to the last two years, burners will need to obtain only one annual burning permit to cover all their regular burning.  
Regular burning includes burning done in a covered container (such as a burn barrel) and small areas of uncontained 
burning (i.e. ditch banks and brush piles) both done between the hours of 6 p.m. and midnight.  The Annual permit is 
not tied to a location. 
 
Once a person has an annual permit, they are required to check for and follow specific burning restrictions based on 
weather conditions in the county where they plan to burn.  They must check after 11 a.m. each day they want to burn.  

They may check either the toll free hot-line (1-888-WIS-BURN) or the 
DNR website (dnr.wi.gov/forestry/fire).  People using the toll-free 
hotline will need to enter a county code to hear the restrictions for the 
county where the burning will be done.  County codes for this area are as 
follows:  Sauk – 57; Iowa – 25; and Dane – 13. 
 
Special Permits are required for all outdoor burning done prior to 6 p.m. 
daily and all burns over ten acres in size and only issued after a site review 
by DNR Fire Control personnel.  People seeking a special permit should 
contact DNR Forest Rangers in advance at Spring Green (608.588.7725).  
 
People burning without a permit or burning contrary to the restrictions 
written on their permit are subject to civil forfeiture and related court 
costs of about $182.  People whose fires escape are responsible for all 
suppression costs and may be held liable for double the damages to 
adjacent properties. 

 
Burn barrels located near tall, dry grass and burn barrels without lids to 
prevent embers from blowing out of the barrel are common causes of 
spring forest fires.  Improper disposal of hot ashes from wood stoves and 
sparks coming out of outdoor wood burners while they’re being stoked 
can also cause wildfires. 
 
People should notify the local Fire Department prior to burning if their 
fire is likely to produce a lot of smoke, Black Earth Fire Department and 

 Mount Horeb Fire Departments respectively.  
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Spring Doesn’t Have to Mean Invasion of the Invasives 
By Jim Elleson 
 
Spring has sprung with a vengeance, and it's time again to continue our fight against invasive weeds. 
 
Our focus in early spring is on garlic mustard.  This weed spreads fast once it gets a toe-hold, and 
within a few years it can overrun wooded areas and crowd out native wildflowers.  In severely 
infested areas it completely blankets the ground and shades out all other vegetation.   
 
Garlic mustard has a two-year life cycle.  The seedlings that germinated last spring grew into basal 
rosettes that stayed green under the winter snow.  As the temperature warms  these rosettes are 
putting on growth, and in late April and early May they will be sending up flowering stalks with 
numerous white 4-petaled flowers.  The flowers will form long, thin seed pods that each contain 
many seeds.  If not controlled before they go to seed, the pods will dry out and drop their seeds in  
late summer, to start the cycle over again. 
 
Japanese hedge parsley is another invader that is proliferating in our woods. It looks similar in some 

ways to its relative Queen Anne's lace, but the fern-like leaves are even more finely divided, and 
the white flowers are smaller. The small, Velcro-like seeds attach readily to clothing and animals. 

These plants also go through a two-year life cycle similar to garlic 
mustard.   

Garlic Mustard in flower, photo 
from WDNR 

 
 These invasive plants are commonly spread by movement of                        
seeds through roadside mowing.  The Town of Vermont is  
attempting to stop this spread by controlling the plants along the  
road right-of-ways.  If we can keep the plants from flowering in 
the right-of-ways, we can slow their spread from one property to 
the next.   If you know of a roadside population of garlic mustard 
or Japanese hedge-parsley, please send an e-mail describing the 
location to mail@quercus-LS.com. 
 
These plants can be controlled by pulling, mowing, or herbicide.  
Pull the plants when they are flowering.  Mow close to the ground 
after flowering has begun. If seeds have begun to form, they may 
continue developing into viable seeds even after the plant is 

pulled or cut, so proper disposal is important.  I like to pile the 
plants to dry in a place where I can burn them, and where I can 
later eliminate any seedlings that crop up.  

Garlic mustard rosettes in early spring; 
 Photo by Elizabeth J. Czarapata 

 
The best time to apply herbicide is in late fall and early spring, when the rosettes 
are green but desirable plants are dormant.  I use a 3% solution of glyphosate 
(Roundup).  Spray carefully if desirable plants are nearby.  
 
For more in-depth information, check the websites of the Invasive Plants 
Association of Wisconsin, http://www.ipaw.org, and Wisconsin DNR, 
http://dnr.wi.gov/invasives. There's also information on garlic mustard on the 
Town website, http://www.townofvermont.com. 
 
Vermont resident Jim Elleson is the proprietor of Quercus Land Stewardship 
Services, a local business dedicated to helping landowners improve the 
ecological health of their land.  He can be contacted at jim@quercus-ls.com. 
 

Japanese Hedge Parsley flowering plant, photo from 
WDNR 

 
 
  
 

mailto:mail@quercus-LS.com


 

VERMONT’S VOICE 
 

 
Mickelsons Dairy Farm: Like Father, Like Daughter 
By Jon Urness 
 
Craig Mickelson and Sara Amble operate Mickelson Farms on Union Valley Road in the Town of Vermont….one of only a 
few father/daughter dairy operations in the state. 
 
It’s not at all uncommon for dads and sons or brothers to form farming partnerships but it’s a little less common to hear 
about dads and daughters running a farm together.  But that’s exactly what Craig Mickelson and daughter Sara Amble have 
done on one of the few remaining and longest operating dairy farms in Vermont Township.  
 
Perhaps you’ve driven by the Mickelson Farm on Union Valley Road during the holidays and enjoyed their extensive display of 
lighted decorations.  Or maybe you’ve noticed the patriotic theme adorning one of their small sheds.  But certainly you can’t 
miss the distinctive farm sign at the end of their driveway. According to Craig, the current rendition of this unusual farm sign 
is in its third version.  The original cow-themed sign was installed by Craig and his dad Merrill way back in 1968.  Time, 
weather, traffic and vandalism have all taken their toll on the Mickelson farm sign but Craig and Sara are determined to keep it 
up and going.  They both agree that it’s again due for a little TLC and have plans for fixing it up once again. 
 
Craig says it’s important to them that they provide a positive image for passers by.  That’s not always easy when day-to-day 
chores take priority over spiffing up the place but Craig and Sara believe an attractive farmstead goes a long ways toward 
improving the image that the general public has about farming and even the products that are produced on a farm. It’s a 
matter of respect, Craig believes.  
 
Craig and Sara warmly welcome visitors. Not too long ago a family from India was out in the neighborhood looking to visit a 
genuine Wisconsin dairy farm.  They first stopped at Myron Norslein’s beef farm and Myron directed the family to the 
Mickelson Farm. Both Craig and Sara enjoyed the chance to visit with folks from a different culture and provided the Indian 
family with a nice tour…complete with a sampling of fresh milk. 
 
Oh yes, one other thing about Craig Mickelson; if you were born in the last 35 years or so and want to know what the weather 
was like on the day you were born, Craig can tell you in detail.  He’s been keeping a diary of daily weather for about that long.  
You never know when such information might come in handy! 
 

 
Sara and Craig Mickelson 
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
Contributing Editor:  Johanna Solms, johannasolms@yahoo.com 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide 
information about our town and articles of interest to the residents of our town 
in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and 
understanding of town government, and improve communication among 
residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing 
information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and postage is included 
in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com. 
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #1 Larry Ziemer 437-4292  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3 Steve Cowan 767-4616  
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com
 

Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 
Town Patrolman  Jack Schulenberg 767-2740  
Building Inspector MEI 608-643-5329 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 
Vice Chair Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 
 

Bruce Ellarson 767-4974 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
John Brings 767-3800 
Larry Ziemer 437-4292 
 
Fire Wardens 
 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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