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SECOND PHASE OF COMPREHENSIVE PLANNING PROCESS 
COMPLETED 
By Earl Brandt 
 
Thanks to our Planning Commission and a well- selected group of Facilitators, the second phase of the process – Focus 
Group meetings- was successfully completed.  The task was to review the results of the Jan. 18 public meeting at which 
residents were introduced to the process and offer their suggestions and opinions.  The Focus Groups were asked to 
identify the most important issues that will later be explored in the third phase of the planning process - a survey of 
town residents. 
 
Most of the focus group meetings were well attended by a cross-section of interested residents who had obviously given 
serious thought to the subjects.  The allotted hour and half was barely time enough for all the suggestions and opinions.  
Recorders easily filled their ‘flip charts’ with suggestions to be forwarded to the Planning Commission. 
 
Arguably the most important phase is the third phase, when residents will be asked to return a printed survey help the 
Planning Commission formulate a new Comprehensive Plan.  It will be a challenge to formulate a plan as good as the 
one we now have, that was adopted in 1997. (See www.vermonttown.com. but the momentum would suggest we might 
just do it.    
  
Housing: Held on March 8, 2005 
(attended by 10 citizens plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by John Wacker and Ross 
Reinhold 
 
Transportation: Held on March 17, 2005 
(attended by 4 citizens plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by Jackie and Bill Sweeney 
and Jane Hanson 
 
Economic Development: Held on March 22, 2005 
(attended by 8 citizens plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by Warren and Sharon Gaskill 
 
Utilities and Community Facilities: 
Held on March 30, 2005 
(attended by 6 citizens plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by Vern Lowell and John 
Coffin 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
Agricultural, Natural and Cultural Resources: 
 Held on April 6, 2005 
(attended by 8 citizens plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by Bruce Ellarson and Earl 
and Shirley Brandt 
 
Intergovernmental Cooperation: 
Held on April 14, 2005 
(attended by 5 citizens from Town of Vermont, 2 from 
adjoining Towns, plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by Doug and Char Meier 
 
Land Use: Held on April 26, 2005 
(attended by 20 citizens plus facilitators) 
Facilitated and Reported by Jeff Underwood and 
Don Parrell 

http://www.vermonttown.com/
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Aliens Invading Vermont! 
By Jim Elleson 
 
You may have noticed a tide of invaders assaulting Vermont's woodlands 
and old pastures.  These invaders aren't troops from another planet, but 
alien weeds threatening to overwhelm our natural plant communities.  
 
Three of the worst offenders are buckthorn, Asian honeysuckle, and garlic 
mustard.  While they differ in appearance and in their habits, what these 
aliens have in common is that they were introduced here from other 
continents and have thrived in the absence of any natural competitors or 
ecological checks and balances.  These aggressive plants create dense, 
impenetrable stands that exclude all other plants and degrade habitat. 
 
Common and glossy buckthorn (Rhamnus cathartica and R. frangula) and 
non-native honeysuckles (Lonicera tartarica, L. morrowii, L. maackii and L. X 
bella) are shrubs or small trees that originated in northern Europe and Asia, 
where they evolved to open their leaves much earlier than our native North 
American trees and shrubs. They were introduced to North America in the 
18th and 19th centuries for landscaping purposes, fencerows, and wildlife 
habitat, and have been dispersed across the landscape by birds, who find 
their berries appetizing. Once established, these shrubs spread very 
aggressively because they thrive in habitats ranging from full sun to shade. In 
woodlands, their dense, early-spring shade has a particularly destructive 
effect on our wildflowers, and inhibits tree seedling establishment.  
 
Garlic mustard (Alliaria petiolata) is a biennial herb that ranges from 12 to 
40 inches in height as an adult flowering plant.  Garlic mustard was also 
introduced to this continent from Europe, and it also spreads rapidly once it 
gains a foothold in our woodlands.  It completely covers the forest floor in a 
short time and can displace most native wildflower species and tree seedlings 
within 5 years. 
 
While garlic mustard has not yet become widespread in Vermont, there are 
some populations that could quickly proliferate.  Buckthorn and 
honeysuckle are prevalent throughout the town, and most residents who 
spend time in the woods are familiar with the dense stands that shade out all 
ground layer vegetation. 
 
What can Vermont's landowners do? Learn to identify these invaders, and 
help control them by manually or mechanically removing them from your 
property.  A wealth of information is available on the Internet.  
Organizations such as the Blue Mounds Area Project, the Prairie 
Enthusiasts, the Nature Conservancy, and the Natural Resources 
Foundation of Wisconsin often offer field trips and educational 
opportunities.  One such opportunity is scheduled for June 26 at Ken Wade 
and Pat Trochlell's property right here in Vermont (see related article).  And 
check the other community groups for other such outings.  
 
Elleson is the proprieter of Quercus Land Stewardship Services, a local business dedicated 
to helping landowners improve the ecological health of their land.  He can be contacted at 
jim@quercus-ls.com. 
Come to Pleasure Valley Conservancy in 
the Town of Vermont at 10747 Moyer 
Road on Sunday June 26th, from 9-
12 noon to take a hike and learn 
identify invasive plants, control 
invasive plants and learn why control is 
important.  

to 

he website at 

  
Through the Wisconsin Council on 
Invasive Species, June has been 
deemed Invasive Species 
Awareness Month (visit t
www.invasivespecies.wi.gov). Native flora 
is being pushed out by invasive plant 
species and Pleasure Valley Conservancy 
(Ken Wade and Pat Trochlell) is 
undertaking an extensive effort to control 
invasive species on the property.  
  
Ken and Pat as landowners, welcome 
other like minded land managers and 
interested folk to join in on the hike. The 
hike will be lead by several people 
including Pat and Ken, Jim Elleson and 
Tom Boos and will describe the wide 
array of control efforts. The hike will be
held in support of ISAM and the Invasive 
Plant Association of Wisco

 

nsin 
(www.ipaw.org). Please note that portions 
of the hike could be strenuous, so bring 
sturdy boots and some water. Please 
contact Ken and Pat at (608) 767-3111 
with any questions and if you plan on 
attending, although it is not necessary, 
you can just show up to enjoy this 

http://www.invasivespecies.wi.gov/
http://www.ipaw.org/
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Additional Information on Invasive Plants 
Wisconsin Council on Invasive Species: www.invasivespecies.wi.gov/, 251-8140 ext 162 
The Invasive Plants Association of Wisconsin: www.ipaw.org 
Wisconsin DNR's Manual of Control Recommendations for Ecologically Invasive Plants: 
www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/invasive/manuallist.htm 
The Blue Mounds Area Project: http://www.bluemounds.org 
The Prairie Enthusiasts:  www.theprairieenthusiasts.org/, 262-473-2956 
The Nature Conservancy: www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/wisconsin/ 608-251-8140 
Natural Resources Foundation of Wisconsin: www.nrfwis.org/fieldtrips/, 608-266-1430 
  
Internet Images to help identify the invaders: 
buckthorns and honeysuckle http://www.justaddwater.ws/woody_isf.html 
garlic mustard http://www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/publications/inv/p8_e.cfm 
http://www.science-art.com/image.asp?id=1284&m=11 
all three http://www.nrem.iastate.edu/Invasive_Species/Invasives.html 

 

TOWNSHIP ROADS 
By Earl Brandt 
 
We “own” and maintain 40 miles of roads in Vermont Township. You can 
identify town roads by their names, such as Ryan Rd, as those with letters 
belong to, and are maintained by, the County, such as F, and those with 
numbers belong to, and are maintained by, the State, such as Highway 78. 
Township road signs are the narrow, green ones, a few of which were 
purchased by property owners to designate their driveways. 
 
The cost of maintaining our roads represents the largest single item in our 
town budget but is well worth it.  They are always in excellent shape.  
Preventative maintenance, such as graveling and grading, seal coating, 
mowing, patching and crack filling, are scheduled for each year.  Brush 
cutting on right-of-ways is scheduled for every other year.  Culvert and sign 
repair is done as needed.  Town roads are always plowed before the school 
buses arrive. 
 
Amazingly, one man, Town Patrolman*Dave Haugen performs almost all 
of this work, however, some temporary help is needed to plow snow to get 
it done on time and crack filling and seal coating are contracted because 
special equipment is needed.  Occasionally work is exchanged with the 
town of Mazomanie.  Dave also maintains our town equipment including 
two trucks, a tractor with a front-end loader and mower and a grader. 
 
A small committee consisting of Norton Urness and Mark Sherven help 
plan and schedule the work but Dave reports directly to the Town 
Chairman and the Town Board. 
 
Dave is a lifetime resident of Vermont Township and still lives in the same 
house where he was born and raised.  He operated a dairy farm for 27 years 
before he was hired as Patrolman in 1989. 
 
* Patrolman is an antiquated title still used for lack of a better description of the 
position. 
 

Patrolman Dave Haugen with old truck, 
which has been replaced 
Help Clean Up Our Township 
 
The Vermont Township Litter Pickers invite 
you to join them on the big job of cleaning 
our roadsides of the winter’s accumulation 
of trash.  
 
Help beautify our township! 

 

http://www.invasivespecies.wi.gov/
http://www.ipaw.org/
http://www.dnr.state.wi.us/org/land/er/invasive/manuallist.htm
http://www.bluemounds.org/
http://www.theprairieenthusiasts.org/
http://www.nature.org/wherewework/northamerica/states/wisconsin/
http://www.nrfwis.org/fieldtrips/
http://www.justaddwater.ws/woody_isf.html
http://www.cws-scf.ec.gc.ca/publications/inv/p8_e.cfm
http://www.science-art.com/image.asp?id=1284&m=11
http://www.nrem.iastate.edu/Invasive_Species/Invasives.html
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How to reach us: 
Editor:    Lisa Orman, 9504 Union Valley Road; 767-1102, office; 767-4930, home; 767-1103, fax; lisa@kidstuffpr.com, e-mail 
Committee:  Earl Brandt: 4670 Cedar Hill Lane; 767-3030; esranch@merr.com 
        Ann Albert, 3963 Ryan Road, 767-3135; malbert@merr.com 
  
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our town and articles of interest to 
the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding of town 
government, and improve communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, 
criticism, and help with mailings.  The cost of printing and postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the 
official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page!  Check it out at http:// .vermonttown.com. www  
 
Town Officials 
Chair Steve Cowan 767-2970 
Supervisor #1 Bill Hanson 767-5050  
Supervisor #2 Dave Dybdahl 767-3674  
Supervisor #3 Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 

Town Patrolman Dave Haugen 767-3313  
Building Inspector Jim Ludolph 767-2272 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Secretary Marian Swoboda 767-2457 
Jim Elleson 767-3553  
Marc Robertson 437-3762  

Don McKay 437-4071 
David Stanfield 767-3449 
Mark Sherven 437-3732 
 
Fire Wardens 
Frank Hinze 767-3827 
Fern Frame 767-3915 
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