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TOWN BOARD BITS.... 
By Larry Ziemer, town board member 
 
 VERMONT VOICE SURVEY....  Thank you 
to all the respondents to the survey in the last issue 
of the Voice! The returned surveys were reviewed 
and tallied. Based on those results the questions 
were acted upon by the Town Board. 
 
For the question, "Should the Town Hall be 
posted with signs stating: No Firearms Allowed?" 
There were 55 yes, 30 no.   
 
Based on this response the Board voted 
unanimously to post the building. As of 
November 1st, this has been done. 
 
For the question, "Would the residents wish to 
have Town wide private garbage pickup?" there 
were 40 yes, 47 no. 
 
Based on this response the Board voted 
unanimously not to pursue private garbage pickup 
at this time.  
 
NOVEMBER 6TH ELECTION...Out of 675 
registered voters, 585 cast ballots. That was an 
87% turnout. Nice going Vermonters! 
 
TOWN BUDGET...The Town Budget of 
$529,207 has been approved for 2013. The 2012 
budget is $525,448.  
 
There was a spirited discussion by the residents 
present at our annual Public Budget Hearing. A 
few items of note: An emphasis on shoulder work 
on Forshaug and Ryan Roads, hold the line on 
chip sealing as we are keeping pace with that 
maintenance, increase our contribution to 
Northwest Dane Senior Services as senior needs in 
our area for mobile meals and home help is on the 
rise, increase the compensation for poll workers 
and chief inspectors, Town Clerk, Treasurer, 
Board Chairman and Supervisors.Budget money 
for a future addition to the Town Garage to 
adequately store and maintain our equipment.  
 

WWII Veteran Stories from Vermont 
By Jon Urness 

 
Max Rosenbaum,  121st Squadron/106th Cavalry/A Troop 

Phil Stark, 84th Infantry Division 
Larry Michaelis, 327th GIR/101st Airborne 

August 26, 2012 
(longer version of story at www.vermonttown.com) 

Late this past summer there was a World War II veteran’s reunion of 
sorts held at the recreation hall of the Vermont Church. The three 
men held a common bond- each were wounded in battle and served 
during, or in, actions leading up to the Battle of the Bulge in 
December 1944. 
 
As a start, Town of Vermont resident Larry Michaelis rode a glider 
into combat during the invasion of Holland known as Operation 
Market-Garden, crash landing well short of the designated landing 
zone. Luckily he was unhurt. On December 18 the 101st Airborne 
Division piled into open trucks and were transported to a town that 
became known as The Alamo of the Ardennes…Bastogne.  For 
nearly a month Larry slugged it out with the Germans in the largest 
battle in history known as the Battle of the Bulge. He was wounded 
in the back by a tree burst from a mortar round.  After spending six 
weeks in recovery he rejoined his company and fought on until VE 
Day. 
 
Another veteran of the Battle of the Bulge, Phil Stark of Madison, 
was severely wounded and lost the sight in his left eye when a 

 (continued on page 2) 

Larry Michaelis, Phil Stark and Max Rosenbaum recalling their exploits in World 
War II. All three were wounded and were awarded Purple Hearts. 
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  Generations of Farm Life in the 

Township 
By Richard Losenegger 

 
My name is Richard Losenegger.  I turned 70 in October.  I 
have a farm in the Town of Vermont.  I was born on the farm 
and have farmed it all my life.  We are the last 43 acres on the 
south end of the township.  You can see the farm from County 
JG, north of Mount Horeb.   
 
My grandfather, John Losenegger, bought this 220-acre farm in 
1893.  He came over from Switzerland in 1890, checked on the 
land, and went back to get his wife, Elsa. He paid $14,000 for 
the farm that also has 160 acres in the town of Blue Mounds.  
He owned it for 47 years, never did sell it. When I think about 
it, during the time he ran the farm, I wonder how they ever got 
all the work done with horses.  
 
In 1946 we got the first tractor, a WC Allis Chalmers, orange it 
was.   My dad, Alvin, also farmed here most of his life.  He 
bought the farm in 1956, and paid $20,000 for it. He and my 
mom, Bertha, met when he was playing in a band at a dance. 
There were 5 children to come along.  During the time 
grandfather and Dad owned it, farming was a struggle; lots of 
work, not much money.  I always remember my mother saying, 
we could never get ahead. 
 
In 1971 my folks sold 20 acres, across County JG, to Ken and 
Mary Maxwell.  My wife Carol and I purchased the farm in 
1971, paying $50,000 for it.  We farmed it from 1971-2004, 
raising four children.  That was probably the best 3 decades of 
farming of the 119 years it has been in the family.   
 
Our son Larry has also been on this farm all of his life.  He has 
been cash renting it since 2004 and we’d like to pass the farm 
on to him.  He has two boys.   
 
My wife and I live in Mount Horeb now and I am semi-retired.  
I have people ask if we are going to do some traveling.  I tell 
them no, I have lived in the Town of Vermont most of my life 
and to me it is the best place in the world to live.  Why would I 
want to go anywhere else? 

 
 

WWII Veteran stories, continued from 
front page 
 
German infantry attack supported by armor. After his 
assistant gunner took a bullet in the forehead, Phil knew 
his time was soon up as well. Then a bullet slammed into 
the side of his machine gun and sent Phil to the bottom 
of his foxhole with a severe facial wound. Miraculously, 
an incoming American artillery round landed a short 
distance in front of Phil’s hole. In the smoke and 
confusion, he was able to stagger out and reach friendly 
lines after a sprint of more than 500 yards. Phil was 
awarded the Silver Star for this action. 
 
Max Rosenbaum, a former resident of the Town of 
Vermont, recounted his experience during World War II 
as a member of A Troop, 121st Cavalry.  
 
Like Larry and Phil, Max fought in the European 
Theater of Operations landing on Omaha Beach about a 
month after D-Day. He was part of A Troop, 121st 
Cavalry, who up until the start of World War II, were 
largely mounted troopers. Max was trained as an 
assistant driver of what he calls an armored car, a six-
wheeled, rubber tired vehicle equipped with a puny 
37mm gun and a light machine gun. Designated the M8 
Light Armored Car, the vehicle was nicknamed the 
Greyhound because it was relatively speedy compared to 
other tracked vehicles available.  According to Max, their 
mission was one of scouting, probing and identifying the 
enemy, just as the old horse-mounted cavalry did during 
the Indian wars. They were to make contact with the 
enemy, quite often heavily armored German Panzers 
(tanks), and high-tail it back to allied lines to report 
strength and position.  It was truly a cat and mouse 
game. 
 
We were near a French town called Assviller, Max vividly 
recalls, sitting quiet just listening, when we heard a distinct drone, 
the sound of a German Panzer column coming their 
way. As luck would have it, their gunner made a very 
accurate hit on the lead tank as it bore down on the 
scouts, stopping it in its tracks and holding up the entire 
force. A quick dash back to safety saved Max and his 
crew for the moment.  
 
Max’s luck did run out though on December 2, 1944 in 
an area of France near the German border, just south of 
Nancy, known as the Foret de Parroy. Max described the 
region as densely wooded and almost jungle- like, with 
only small openings for visibility. 
 
Because of the terrain Max’s troopers were called on to 
fight as infantry, though none had any training to do so. 
The weather was often an enemy equal to the Germans.  

(continued on next page) 
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Continued from previous page 
 
The preparation for winter duty during what would become one of the coldest winters in history, was appalling. The cold 
penetrated into your bones, Max remembers.  
 
Deep in the Foret de Parroy near the tiny French village of Wimmenau, Max and his buddies came under German artillery fire 
from the dreaded 88mm rifled cannons that could easily penetrate the heavy armor of a Sherman tank and exit the other side.  
Often after an artillery barrage, an infantry attack is sure to follow, so the dismounted drivers and gunners had to be alert. An 
overhead blast from an 88mm artillery round (probably a tree burst) drove chunks of steel shrapnel into the position.  Max was 
hit hard in the shoulder and soon felt himself going into shock.  Bill Hoyt, stayed back to see to Max. Bill hoisted Max fireman-

style and carried him back to an aid station where he received rudimentary care that, 
along with Bill’s heroic effort, Max believes saved his life. In the years since, Max has 
tried to locate his friend Bill who risked his own neck to help him but to no avail.  
Max doesn’t know if Bill survived the war or not. Max was awarded the Purple Heart. 
 
So why is it important to keep telling these stories about these men whom Tom 
Brokaw has called members of the Greatest Generation?  I know that no World War 
II veteran will take offense when I say that these men and women are far closer to 
Taps than they are to Reveille. In a decade or so their voices will be still.  The best 
reason for me to keep telling these stories comes from a friend of mine from Holland, 
Jan Coolen, who, as a four year-old boy, was rescued from a bomb shelter by troops 
of the 101st Airborne Screaming Eagles, after more than four years of cruel Nazi 
occupation.  In 2010 Jan had given me and our small group of travelers including 
Larry Michaelis, a tour of the drop and landing zones of the airborne gliders and 
paratroopers in and around Eindhoven. When we parted he handed me a card with a 
short poem that gives credit to the Screaming Eagles but equally applies to every 
member of the armed services who served during World War II and since.  It reads: 
 
Tell your stories; Screaming Eagles- 
A thousand times, please, tell your tales 
Of how YOU caused this war to end 
Each time I’ll cry, a grateful tear, My Friend. 

 

Max and cousin Irvin in June 1945.  Finally 
home from Europe.  New Jersey 

ABOUT VERMONT’S VOICE 
by Earl Brandt 
 
VERMONT’S VOICE is the voice of the people who live in Vermont Township speaking to each other about the affairs of the 
Township, learning about our history, land, resources, agriculture, government and each other. It is a citizen run quarterly newsletter- 
written, edited, published and mailed by volunteers.  We maintain a strict policy of nonpartisanship and will not print opinions or ads but 
will announce up-coming events, such as elections, The Town Picnic, bicycle events, the annual bird count, art tours, etc. 
 
While printing, mailing labels and postage is included in the Town budget,  volunteers prepare each issue for mailing.  Vermont’s Voice is 
sent to every household in Vermont Township as well as absentee property owners.  Lisa Orman, our Publisher, has printed every issue 
of the VOICE for over 12 years, in her home- which is also the home office of her business - KidStuff Public Relations. She also was the 
editor before Chris Coffin pitched in to help a few years ago. John Urness, our most prolific writer, has written about Town history, 
farming and farmers, new neighbors, tributes to well known residents, veterans and wars.  He is one of over 30 Vermont residents who 
have submitted articles and photos over the years.  
 
Town officials use the Voice to inform citizens about important topics such as policy changes, road maintenance, and budget planning.  
Mark Sherven, our current Town Chairman, has taken advantage of the opportunity to communicate directly with citizens on important 
issues that come before the Board of Supervisors and has provided opportunities for citizen input. 

 
You too can contribute to the content of Vermont’s Voice.  In fact, it is essential that citizens continue to 
participate by submitting information, ideas, stories, photos, suggestions and articles. Please consider this your 
invitation to help us continue printing our unique volunteer run, quarterly newsletter.  To do so, call Chris Coffin, 
our Editor, at 437-3213 or e-mail her at ccoffin@mhtc.net.  She will be glad to hear from you.  She may even assign 
someone (like me) to interview you and/or even help you write your article. 
 

mailto:ccoffin@mhtc.net
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How to reach us: 
Publisher:  Lisa Orman, 767-4930, home; lisa@kidstuffpr.com 
Managing Editor: Chris Coffin, 437-3213, ccoffin@mhtc.net 
                
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our 
town and articles of interest to the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of 
community, encourage participation in and understanding of town government, and improve 
communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or 
suggestions for articles, photos, criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and 
postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #1 Larry Ziemer 437-4292  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3  John Smith, 767-0809 
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com 
 

Town Treasurer Kathy Smith 767-0809 
Town Patrolman  Jack Schulenberg 437-5490  
Building Inspector Johnson Inspections 608-
444-0372 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Todd Culliton 767-4145 
Vice Chair Jim Elleson 767-3553 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 

  
Scott Moe 767-4738 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
John Smith 767-0809 
Don McKay 437-4071 
 
Fire Warden 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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