
 
Summer 2007 

Lisa C. Orman, Editor & Publisher 

VERMONT’S VOICE 
AGRICULTURE                             GOVERNMENT                         NATURAL BEAUTY 

 
 

What is a "Potential Development Right? 
By David Stanfield - committee member 

 
In the early 1980s, the Town of Vermont along with most Towns in the  
State adopted exclusive agriculture zoning under the Farmland Preservation Act to limit the conversion of agricultural 
land to other uses. In conformity with the Farmland Preservation Act, the Town's Ordinance 7.06 states that "The Town 
of Vermont has adopted a 1:35 acre density policy, which allows one potential development right (PDR) per 35 acres 
owned as of January 1, 1985." 
 
In order to have accurate Potential Development Rights information for each property more easily available, the Board 
and the Plan Commission has formed a committee to update the 1985 information about PDRs for all properties in the 
Town of Vermont and make that information publicly 
available. 
 
That committee, presently composed of Johanna Solms, 
Shirley Brandt, and David Stanfield, are working on a 
"method" for producing those updated records. 
 
That method and its results in selected Sections will be 
displayed and explained at the Town picnic on August 26, 
2007 at Tyrol Basin. Comments, suggestions and help will 
be warmly accepted at any time. 
 
This work is strictly a records upgrade - no policy or 
procedural changes are taking place. Always refer to the 
Towns Ordinances, Land Use Plan and of course County 
ordinances and State Statutes for further legal 
clarifications. 
         

Wis. Heights Summer Science Camp 
By Tom and Kathie Brock 

 
During the week of June 18-22 the 2007 Wisconsin 
Heights Summer Science Camp was run. This camp was 
sponsored by the UW-Madison Biocore Outreach 
Ambassador Program. Staff from UW-Madison 
volunteered their time and expertise to help students at 
Wisconsin Heights Middle School learn about how 
scientists work. 

One of the groups studied prairies and worked at Pleasant 
Valley Conservancy. Their main focus was insects that live 
with prairie plants, and they studied butterflies, beetles, 
bumblebees, and other insects. One of the staff members 
was a graduate student in entomology who worked closely 
with the students, helping them identify the insects they 
caught. 

Vermont Town Picnic 
 
At Tyrol Basin 
 
August 26, gather 11 AM, eat at noon! 
Catered main course, suggest $2 donation per person 
to defray costs 
 
Dessert courtesy of our neighbors, Michael Dix and 
Perry McCartney, of Michael’s Frozen Custard  
Cash bar 
 
Meet your new neighbors and catch up with the old! 
This is a fun community event that reminds you how 
cool it is to live in our township… 
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Garlic mustard in the Town of Vermont 
 
By Tom and Kathie Brock 
 

The Town of Vermont has recently become invaded by garlic mustard, one of the worst noxious weeds in Wisconsin. 
This plant thrives in wooded areas like those in our Town. Once established, garlic mustard is capable of taking over a woods 
and wiping out native wildflowers. Trillium, wild geranium, and other woodland plants so attractive along our roadsides are in 
serious danger. Research has shown that even tree growth itself may be suppressed by heavy amounts of garlic mustard. 

Garlic mustard is extremely common in the Madison area and is spreading west. In the Town of Vermont we first saw 
this weed on Moen Valley Road about five years ago, and became concerned because its seeds would be spread by mowing 
equipment. We started controlling it there by hand pulling, but because there is a seed bank, it is not possible to eradicate it in 
one year. At about that same time we also saw small patches on Old Indian Trail, which we have also controlled. We have also 
learned of patches of garlic mustard on private lands in the 
Town, including a few that are fairly large. 

This year it became clear to us that garlic mustard 
was continuing to spread, and that our individual efforts 
would not be enough. Fortunately, a number of Town 
residents have also become concerned, and are controlling 
this weed on their properties. Moyer Road resident Ken 
Wade has taken a proactive approach in his area, including 
Brigham County Park (outside the Town boundaries, but 
garlic mustard does not recognize political boundaries!). 
Others have also sprayed or pulled the weed on their own 
properties. 

This spring we made a survey of many of the Town 
roads and found this weed on County JG, County JJ, County 
J, Blue Mounds Trail, Moen Valley Road, Old Indian Trail, 
and Andrew Lane. Ken Wade has found it on Moyer Road, 
Ryan Road, and County F. In addition to these public roads, there are infestations on private lands in the Town. The Town 
Board has been very receptive to this problem and this spring hired Town resident Jim Elleson (who operates a restoration 
company) to control garlic mustard on those roads that we identified. This is a good start but eradication will take much more 
work and time in the future. 

Experience has shown that the best way to control garlic mustard is by a combination of hand pulling and herbicide 
spraying. Garlic mustard is a biennial plant. In the first year, it grows primarily as a rosette, and continues to grow in the fall 
long after native plants have died back. The following spring it sends up a flower stalk and produces a large number of seeds. 
Seed maturity occurs in late May or June, and by the end of June most of the seeds have been dropped. The seeds are sticky 
and are spread by animals such as squirrels and deer as well as by autos, farm equipment, and people’s shoes. 

Spraying with Roundup in late fall (November or early December) will kill most of the first year plants. This is an ideal 
time to spray as native plants have already died back and will not be affected. In the spring, control focuses on the second-year 
plants. Small areas can be hand pulled, but major infestations should be sprayed with Roundup or any broadleaved weed killer. 
It is important to return to infested areas several times in the spring and early summer, because not all plants are visible 
immediately. Total eradication is the goal. 

With vigilant control, it should be possible to wipe out garlic mustard from the Town of Vermont. At present, we are 
only lightly infected. A pro-active approach is necessary, eradicating before the problem becomes serious. Fortunately, the 
Town Board has been very supportive of this effort. A small amount of money spent now will save a large amount of money 
several years hence. 

In addition to financial support, it is within the power of the Board to declare garlic mustard an “official” noxious 
weed. This is the approach which has been taken in the Town of Middleton as well as in some villages in the state. We strongly 
urge that this important step be taken. 
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WELCOME NEIGHBORS! 
 
By Jane Hanson 
 
Heading west on Highway J just before the Elvers Creek 
Bridge, the old Cushman farm straddles the road. Many 
Vermonters have noticed the changes – goats, sheep, 
Jersey cows, as well as llamas, horses, and donkeys have 
replaced the Holstein herd that used to graze the valley. 
Soon Grondal Springs Farm will complete the transition 
from Holstein dairy farm to alternate dairy farm and 
creamery. But wait… there’s more! 
 
Ethel Cushman Jenson has established a working dairy for 
sheep and goats, and at the moment, one 13-year-old 
Jersey cow named Saffron. By January, she anticipates 
milking four other Jersey cows and by the first part of next 

year will open an on-farm sales store featuring her cheeses, 
lamb, goat, pork, chicken, and baked goods. 
 
Ethel is currently selling her goat and sheep milk to a 
cheese manufacturer in Belmont, but hopes to be an 
independent manufacturer soon. She is assisted by her 
husband and nine children in this venture. Vermont 
residents will be able to stop at the store on the farm and 
pick up wonderful things for dinner on their way home. 
(Maybe this will help slow down the traffic!) 
 
We’ll keep you posted! 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Saffron struts her stuff 

The milking parlor 
The donkeys guard the sheep, the llamas guard the 
cows… 

Da sheep…. 
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How to reach us: 
Editor:    Lisa Orman, 9504 Union Valley Road; 767-1102, office; 767-4930, home; 767-1103, fax; lisa@kidstuffpr.com, e-mail 
Assistant:  Earl Brandt: 4670 Cedar Hill Lane; 767-3030; esranch@merr.com 
          
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our town and articles of interest to 
the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding of town 
government, and improve communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, 
criticism, and help with mailings. The cost of printing and postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the 
official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page! Check it out at http://www.vermonttown.com.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair, Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #1 Bill Hanson 767-5050  
Supervisor #2 Don McKay 437-4071 
Supervisor #3 Steve Cowan 767-4616  
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marc Robertson 767-2457 
Or email: clerk@townofvermont.com 
 

Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 
Town Patrolman  Dave Haugen 767-3313  
Building Inspector MEI 608-643-5329 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Don McKay 437-4071 
Secretary Johanna Solms 767-2467 
Jim Elleson 767-3553  
Bill Hanson 767-5050  

Bruce Ellarson 767-4974 
Eric Haugen 767-3327 
 
Fire Wardens 
Frank Hinze 767-3827 
Fern Frame 767-3915 
Shirley Brandt 767-3030
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