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Powder to the People 
 
By J. David Stanfield 
On June 30, several people assembled informally in the Town of Vermont to discuss:  What do we know about the 
status of the process to dispose of the land presently occupied by the Badger Army Ammunition Plant near Baraboo? 
 
The people who attended included Lindy 
Peckham, a former resident at Badger Village just 
after WWII; Tim Moermond, a professor of 
Zoology at the UW;  Claire Horsley, a UW 
graduate student in Rural Sociology; plus various 
people from the township: Rita and John Wacker, 
Barbara Fess, Jeff Underwood, Sharon and 
Warren Gaskill, Barbara Borns, Igor Steinberg, 
Jim and Marlene Ludolph, Earl and Shirley Brandt 
and Sandie and David Stanfield. 
 
Badger Army Ammunition Plant, formerly known 
as BOW (Badger Ordnance Works), was hastily 
but efficiently built in 1942-43, as the US was 
getting more involved in WWII.  The plant 
occupied 7,354 acres of farmland which were 
once a prairie, oak savannah, and part of the 
former homelands of the Ho-Chunk nation 
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illions of pounds of ammunition for WWII, was shut down for a 
 re-opened for the Korean War.  Another down period followed, 

ietnam War brought the plant back into full production. Being a 
e ammunition plant, its side effects have included the serious 
ation of buildings, land and water with nitrocellulose and other 

mber, 1997 the Army announced that the Badger Plan was to be 
issioned; setting in motion lengthy discussions about what sh

 with the land and the buildings and infrastructure that the Army
lt and maintained for 55 years. Being federally owned, other federal 
s have first choice to the property.  A major issue has been who is
 environmental clean-up. 

airy Forage Research Center had been leasing around 1,700 acr
everal years, and put in a claim for that amount of land, mostly 
 not contaminated.  The Bureau of Indian Affairs, as the trustee of 
nds, put in a claim for 1,500 acres to be administered by the Ho
Map of Cleanup Plan at Plan
(more on page 3) 
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Church Bell Restored 
By Jon Urness 
 
Farmers in the Town of Vermont can throw away their pocket watches-at least those working within earshot of the Lutheran 
Church in Section 10.  As of the 1st of the New Year the church bell will be tolled at 9 in the forenoon, at 12 noon, at 3 in the 
afternoon, again at 6 in the evening and finally 9 at night. And in special celebration of the end of the old year and the 
beginning of the new, the bell will be joyously tolled at midnight each New Year’s Eve. 
 
The above news item could very well have appeared in the Dane County News  of  the 1910’s or 1920’s.  A time when farm 
work was much more peaceful, save for the creak of the harness, the occasional nostril snort of Pat and Dick, and the clop-
clop-clop of their be-shod hooves on the earth.  And when the tolling of the old bell was a call to Sunday service or the tolling 
of the age of someone who died.  But the fact is, this little news item is as contemporary as it could be.  Thanks to the efforts 

and generosity of Greg and Patty Herrling, rural Cross Plains residents and members of 
Vermont Lutheran Church, the old bell has begun a-tolling again. 
 
While the 1895 Meneely and Company brass bell and its carriage were in need of some 
repair and restoration, Greg and Patty wanted to do something a little extra. The Herrlings 
have hiked up many medieval bell towers and enjoyed the history and atmosphere created 
by the tolling of church bells. In addition, they take great pride in any project related to the 
90-year-old Vermont Lutheran Church building.  
 
Some readers may have visions of old Robert Hauge chugging up the church hill in his 
Model A sedan every three hours to pull the rope. But modern technology has made it 
simple to mechanize the ringing of the bell at appointed times. Even though the process is 
computerized and electrified, there’s nothing that takes away from the clear resonance of 
the three-foot wide bell. The company that did the installation and restoration is owned by 
John Witkowiak, of Muskego, whose father began working on church bells in 1930. 
According to John, Meneely bells are the very finest bells manufactured anywhere. 

l 
   Greg Herrling and the bel
  
So perhaps on a quiet summer afternoon, or a frigidly cold and still night in the near 

future, you may want to tip an ear in the direction of the church atop the hill in Section 10. The sound you hear is the same 
sound our grandparents heard more than 100 years ago. It hasn’t changed at all! 
 

Cemetery Tombstone Cleanup 
By Jon Urness 
More than 100 years of accumulated moss, mold and lichens came peeling off the cemetery markers at Vermont Lutheran 
Church Cemetery as a group of members cleaned up the relics this year.  Many of the old and even not so old marble, granite 
and slate markers had been rendered unreadable over the years. 
 
The project was actually an offshoot or after-thought of the Vermont Pioneer Cemetery project that was completed during  
2003. Bud Erickson, (who grew up on the Glen Smith farm on Hwy. 78), now of Stoughton, headed the effort and rounded 
up four gas-powered pressure washers for the all-day project. He was joined by Aldro Johnson, Dave Haugen, Karsten 
Haugen, Don Parrell, Jim Ludolph, Jon Urness and Norton Urness.  Joan Haugen and DorisHayes provided sustenance. 
 
An estimated 400 markers were soaked with a cleaning solution and then cleaned away with water pressure. The result was 
Often dramatic on some of the older stones that had become blackened with age. Inscriptions, names and dates that seemed 
lost to the ages were renewed by the effort. 
 
Dave and Norton took the time to straighten and repair some of the broken markers with a special glue from the Spellman  
Monument  Company.  Don Parrell took extra care to clean the monuments he worked on as he figured he might not be 
Involved the next time the markers are cleaned.  After all, the markers hadn’t been cleaned since the cemetery was estab- 
lished almost 140 years ago. At that rate, the next cleaning is scheduled for May Day 2144. You’re right Don, you might 
not be there! 
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(continued from page 1) 
 
The Sauk County Board in early 2000 organized the “Badger Re-use Committee” composed of government, Ho-Chunk, 
conservation groups and the USDA to come up with a 
plan for disposing of Badger’s land.   
 
Then things got complicated….In early 2001 Governor 
Thompson declared the interest of the State of 
Wisconsin in acquiring part or all of the Badger 
property for conservation uses.  The DNR agreed to 
take over most of the contaminated areas and 
buildings, as long as it could get lands to expand its 
nearby park and provide a corridor to the Wisconsin 
River. The Army is supposed to do most of the de-
contamination prior to the transfer to the DNR. 
 
The Federal Government announced in October 2003 
that the Dairy Forage Research Center will administer 
2,000 acres remaining in federal ownership, the 
Wisconsin DNR will assume the ownership and 
administration of 4,700 acres and the Ho-Chunk 
Nation will receive 420 acres.  The rest will become the pr
has to date not accepted this arrangement. 

t 

 
A Badger Intergovernmental Group has been formed and 
implementation plan agreed to by all stakeholders with join
 
Several points of view came out at the June meeting, reflec
 
1. Why not transfer all of the property to the Ho-Chunk 

compensated for their lands?  The federal government
(such as reservations) or other forms of compensation

2. The Ho-Chunk Nation, historically landless, is very int
3. The primary issue for many people is preservation of a

this tremendous opportunity to provide habitat for thr
survive into succeeding centuries.  Had not this facility
likely been developed and subdivided, much like the d
It is ironic that a production facility which produced a
problems now offers an opportunity for preservation. 
If ownership for any one group is highest priority and
disjoint control, preservation will be undermined.   Ma

4. Some local people and conservation groups fear that if
will be difficult to assure other interested parties that t

 
Without the various groups coming to further consensus a
sometime soon the Feds will make a final decision on who
of last year.  Almost certainly the detoxification of the land
 
So, those at the Vermont meeting were left wondering:  “P
“powder” into a landscape benefiting all? 
 

Badger Army Ammunition Plan
operty of the Bluffview Sanitary District.  The Ho-Chunk legislature 

the DNR has prepared a land use map.  But a detailed 
t management structures has not yet emerged. 

ting some of the discussions that have occurred since 1997:   

Nation, recognizing that the previous farm owners had been 
 had taken land from the Ho-Chunk without land compensation 
.   
erested in becoming the owner of land. 
 very large tract of land.  In this view, we need to be cognizant of 
eatened native species that require this sort of home in order to 
 come into existence, then this 7300 acre parcel of land would have 
evelopment that has taken place elsewhere along this busy highway.  
mmunition for destruction and left serious land and water pollution 

 the struggle for ownership leads to subdivision into parcels with 
king "something right", while a fine gesture, is secondary. 
 most or all of the Badger lands are transferred to the Ho-Chunk, it 
he preservation goals will be pursued.  

bout the land division and subsequent management, it appears that 
 gets what, likely along the lines of what was announced in October 
scape will be an ongoing challenge for years to come. 

owder” for the people, but what people?  And who will change the 
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How to reach us: 
Editor:    Lisa Orman, 9504 Union Valley Road; 767-1102, office; 767-4930, home; 767-1103, fax; lisa@kidstuffpr.com, e-mail 
Committee:  Earl Brandt: 4670 Cedar Hill Lane; 767-3030; esranch@merr.com 
        Ann Albert, 3963 Ryan Road, 767-3135; malbert@merr.com 
        Jon Urness, 4360 County JJ; 767-2471; jurness@vitaplus.com 
 
Mission Statement: It is the mission of Vermont’s Voice to provide information about our town and articles of interest to 
the residents of our town in order to promote a sense of community, encourage participation in and understanding of town 
government, and improve communication among residents. Vermont’s Voice is a volunteer, citizen-run publication that 
encourages and depends on citizen participation in providing information, articles, or suggestions for articles, photos, 
criticism, and help with mailings.  The cost of printing and postage is included in the town budget. Vermont’s Voice is not the 
official voice or viewpoint of the town government.  
 
Look for this issue of the Vermont Voice on the Vermont Web Page!  Check it out at www.vermonttown.org.  
 
Town Officials 
Chair Steve Frame 767-3393 
Supervisor #1 Bill Hanson 767-5050  
Supervisor #2 Dave Dybdahl 767-3674  
Supervisor #3 Mark Sherven 437-3732  
Supervisor #4 Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Town Clerk Marian Swoboda 767-2457 
Town Treasurer Sarah Danz 767-6017 
Town Patrolman Dave Haugen 767-3313  

Building Inspector Jim Ludolph 767-2272 
  
Plan Commission Members 
Chair Bill Hanson 767-5050 
Secretary Marian Swoboda 767-2457 
Barb Grenlie 437-5856 
Jim Elleson 767-3553  
Marc Robertson 437-3762  
 

Don McKay 437-4071 
David Stanfield767-3449 
 
Fire Wardens 
Frank Hinze 767-3827 
Fern Frame 767-3915 
Mary Brings 767-3457 
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